Class Introduction

Speaker

What is the Bibli cal Training Instit ute?

Biblical literacy

Whoisit for?

www .biblicalTraining.org

Three stages

1.Head

2. Heart

3. Hands

Explain thelogo
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Lecture 2: How was the Bible Written?

During JesusQif e

1. Oral

2. Coming of the kingdom

Period of Oral transmission

Was the early church accurate? (Jesus Seminar)

1. Eyewitness control

2. Holy Spirit control

3. Persecution

4. Presuppositions

Further reading, |. Howard Marshall, I Believe in the Historical Jesus
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Period of Writing

Authority?

Writi ng of the Synoptics

Definition:

CBynoptic ProblemO

What do the synopticssay about themselves?

Luke 1:1-4

Jaohn 20:30-31

John 21:25

Reconstruction

Mark, Q,M and L

Harmonization
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Synoptic Problem Sample

John the Bapti st

Matt 3:7-10 CBut when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he
said to them, Ovou brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit
in keeping with repentance. And do not presume to say to yourselves, @e have Abraham as
our father,Gor | tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even
now the axeislaid to theroot of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is
cut down and thrown into the fire?

Luke 3:7-9 (He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, Ovou brood
of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruitsin keeping with
repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, @Ve have Abraham as our father.CFor | tell
you, God is able from these stonesto raise up children for Abraham. Even now the axeislaid to
theroot of thetrees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown
into the fire.O

Thieves on the cross
Matt. 27:44 QAnd the robberswho were crucified with him also reviled him in the sameway.O

Luke 23:39-43 QOne of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, @r e you not the
Christ? Save yourself and us!CBut the other rebuked him, saying, ®o you not fear God, since
you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we are receiving
the duereward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.QAnd he said, Qesus,
remember me when you come into your kingdom.®And he said to him, Gruly, | say to you,
today you will be with me in Paradise.@®
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Application questions

1

If you were entrusted in an important piece of information and were not able to write it
down, how would you go about ensuring that you remembered it properly?

Role play a scenario in which one person thinksthe gospel was intentionally or
accidentally changed during the time of oral transmission and the other does not.

Someone who isnot a Christian will most likely not believe that the Holy Spirit helped the
apostles remember the words and works of Jesus with accuracy. How could you explain
this belief to them in away that they can see it makes sense to you? Think mostly about
how to present thisrationally, and not emotionally or purely as an issue of faith.

Again, role play asituation in which someone says you can®trust the gospels because
they GobviouslyOcopied and therefore cannot be trusted.

Do the same again but thistime dealing with the charge that they are so different that they
cannot be trusted.

Lecture 3: Can We Trust the New Testament?

Fundamental Question

Right? Accurate? Trust?

QAnspirationO

Definition:

2 Timothy 3:16-17
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Method of I nspiration

1. Qnspiringd

2. MictationO

3. dynamicO

2 Peter 1:20-21

Scope of Inspiration

1. CLimite dOinspir ation (Qnfall ibili ty®)
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AccommodationO

2. CPlenaryOinspir ation (QnerrancyQ

Definition:

Argumentsfor plenary inspiration

Problem of plenary inspiration

Assumption in the discussion

Possible solutionsto the problem

18. Roman s 1-4
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Conclusions

What does inspiration not mean?
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QChicago Statement on Biblical InerrancyO

Why do | think it is inspired?

Secondary arguments

Ultimately, can® prove anything

How choose afaith system?
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Do you really believeitistrue, trustworthy, and authoritative?

Memory verses

QAll Scriptureis breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every
good workO(2 Timothy 3:16-17).

(N o prophecy of Scripture comes from someone® own interpretation. For no prophecy was
ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God asthey were carried along by the
Holy SpiritO(2 Peter 1:20-21).

(But thisisthe oneto whom | will look: he who is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at
my wordO(Isaiah 66:2).
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Application questions

1.  Which theory of inspiration do you believe, or at least are attracted to? What are the main
reasons why?

2.  The process of choosing between limited and plenary inspiration can be a lengthy process
that takes place over years. Which eventsin life would tend to make you take one side
over another? It may be helpful to do some role playing:

a. Argument with a college friend

b. Lossof ababy

c. Influenceby liberal Christianity

d. Disappointment with being a Christian and not wanting to be obedient

3. How would you gently help an uneducated person understand that the footnotesin their
Bible are not part of the Bible?

4, List thetop threereason why you believe the Bibleisinspired (or not).

a.

5. Learning to trust the Bible is not going to happen overnight, even if you want it to happen
quickly. It usually takes difficult situationsthat test your faith and your confidencein the
Bible. What types of eventswould lead you to questionsitsauthority, and what events
would encourage you to trust it?

6. What other arguments might encourage you to believe and trust the Bible?
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Lecture 4: How We Got Our Bible

Introduction

QCanonizationO

Problem developed for several reasons

(New Testament Apocrypha,OWilhelm Schneemelcher
Orhe Apocryphal New Testament,OM .R. Janes

Terms

QCanonicityQ

AcanonO
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Three criteria for canonicity

Description of the ONew Testament ApocryphaO

18. Roman s 1-4
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Isthe canon closed?

Text makes no specific claims (Revelation 22:18-19)

Implication from Jude 3

NoO

OresO

Why do | think the church got it right?

Significance of the question
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Transmission of the writings

QAutographsO

Need for copies

Omissions and deletions

Differences

Dther mssreadO

Textual Criticism

Definition:
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Current situation

Relevanceto the doctrine of inspiration

Translations

Problem

QLiteralO

Cso for loved the God the world, that the son the only he gave, so that
every the believing into him not perish but have life eternalO(John 3:16).

Translation philosophy
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CFormal EquivalenceO

Definition:

Problem #1

Problem #2

Problem #3

(D ynami ¢ EquivalenceO

Definition:

Problem:

CParaphraseO

CRunning CommentaryQ

18. Roman s 1-4
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Final comments

Trust your Bible

Read two (of two different types), but study from aformal equivalent

WORD-FOR-WORD

For further study: GGreek for the Rest of UsOand www .Biblical Training.org
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Application Questions

1. Do you understand why there has always been a need for authority in the church? What
kind of things could have happened without authority?

2. Review thethree criteria of inclusion in the canon. Do you understand each one? If
someone wanted to include a new book in the canon that is part of the New Testament
Apocrypha, how would you respond?

3. Do you believe the canon isclosed or not? Why? How does Jude 3 affect this discussion?

4, Do you think the church wasright in their decision of the canon? Can you think of any
situationsin which the issue of the canon has caused someone to stumble in their faith?

5. Does it bother you to know that there are differences among the manuscripts? Why do
you think God allowed thisto happen?

6. Review: what are the three points made about our current situation with manuscripts?
How would you answer someone you claimed that central theologica doctrineswere
brought into question due to manuscript differences?

7. Do you any stories of embarrassing moments when someone translated word-for-word
from one modern language into another? How might these stories help you show
someone else the problems of translating the Bible?

8.  What isJormal equivalenceOand what is an example of that type of translation
philosophy? Some of these types of translations claim to be hon-interpretive.OHow
would you respond?

9.  What is Gdynamic equivalenceOand what is an example of that type of translation
philosophy? Can you think of any verses where the translator@ theology or interpretation
of meaning was added to the Bible? Isthistheright thing to do?
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Lecture 5: Mark 1-5

Commentaries

David Garland, The NIV Ap plication Commentary (Zondervan)
W. Lane, The New International Commentary on the New Testament (Eerdmans)

Geographical Structure and Primary Characteristics

John the Bapti st

(Beloved SonO(Christ; Me ssiah)

Jewish expectation
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JesusCredefinition

Csuffering ServantO

Old Testament background

JesusQeaching

Kingdom of God (Mark 1:14-15)

In Old Testament

In JesusCday

Definition:

Dual aspect

18. Roman s 1-4
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Mean for us practically?

Two Daysin the Lif e of Jesus (1:16-3:6)

First day of acceptance by thelay people

Second day of conflict with the religious leaders (2:1-3:6)

CBon of Man0(2:1-12)

Background in Ezekiel

Background in Daniel 7:11-14

18. Roman s 1-4
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Jesus uses both

Parables

Fee and Stuart, How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth (Zondervan)

Definition: stories taken from everyday life for the purpose of teaching one main point

Details

Threerulesfor interpreting parables

Difference between allegory and parables

Summary of JesusCparables

18. Roman s 1-4 page 23 of 135



Biblical Training Institute

Mir acle Stories (4:35-5:43)

Title of Gospel

CChristologyO

Reflection Questions

1. What are the four basic divisions of JesusQife, and what characterized the second and
third segments?

2. TheJawsof JesusCday thought of the Christ as an earthly ruler. Before we are too quick to
judgethem, do we do the sametoday? Are there ways in which we think of greatnessin
material and not spiritual terms?

3.  Jesuswas God@® Servant; his mission was not to be served but to serve. Do you think that
you and your church fully understand this concept? How does it manifest itself? How
does Mark 9:35work itself out in your individual and corporate life?

4, In what ways has the church thought of the kingdom of God and itsown mission in
earthly terms? What are the ramifi cations of understanding God@® kingdom in spiritual
terms?

5.  Thedual nature of God@ kingship and his kingdom can be a difficult concept to
comprehend. Talk about it in your group and make sure you understand it. How doesthe
Promise/ Fulfillment nature of reality affect you on a daily basis? What struggles do you
have because of it? What victories do you likewise have?

6. What examplestoday illustrate the truth of JesusQtwo QdaysOof acceptance and rejection?
Why isit that religious leaders often have the most struggle with the truth?

7. In what ways do you see Jesus as an Ezekiel-type Son of Man?

8. In what ways do you see Jesus as a Danielic Son of Man?
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9. In what ways do you see them combined?

10. Parablescan betricky to understand without a commentary giving you the necessary
background. But spend sometime looking at parables and try to ascertain the main point
of each. Be patient; you may have lots of differing opinionson thisone.

11. If someonetold you that Jesus was just a good man, how would you use the stories of
Mark 4 and 5to show them that they are wrong? Thisisa good thing to practiceout loud
with people.

Lecture 6: Mark 6-11

Mark 6:1-8:26

Second Major Phase of JesusQLif e (8:27-11:11)

Peter@ Confession as the ChingeO

Three units of teaching
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Unit #1 (8:31-9:29)

Introduction

Death Prediction #1 (8:31-33)

Thesis (9:34)

enyO

Orake up crossO

GFollow O

Rationale (9:35-37)

To save your life isto loseit (v 35)

Nothing is more important than your life (vv 36-37)

Warning (9:38)
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Summary

What® at stake?

The story continues (9:1-29)

Unit #2 (9:30-10:31)

Death prediction #2 (9:30-32)

Misunderstanding and teaching on discipleship (9:33-37)

Other stories

Unit #3 (10:32-11:11)

Death prediction #3 (10:32-34)

Misunderstanding and teaching on discipleship (10:35-45)

18. Roman s 1-4
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(RansomO(10:45)

Heart | ssues

Gospelsare radical

Article Seven: Sanctification

QDnce saved, always savedO(CPerseveranceQ

Carnality as an acceptable lifestyle

Assurance of salvation

Hand Issues

How present the gospel?

18. Roman s 1-4
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Reflection Questions

10.

11.

12.

13.

In an overall sense, how do you feel about the statement that discipleship is Qotal,
essential, and lifelong®? Don® get into a theological discussion right now; thisis just to
prepare the discussion.

In your own words, what does it mean to GdenyOyourself?
In your own words, what does it mean to Giake up your crossC?

What does a life of denial look like? Please be concrete and specific? What does it not ook
like?

How do you feel about the word CLordshipO? Are you going to useit, or have past abuses
made it too diffi cult to use?

How might you be tempted to GsaveOyour life? What does it look like, practically, to lose
your life for Christ? Stay away from philosophical ideas; be concrete.

Do you believe that discipleship is a matter of life and death? Isit optional or mandatory?
Why?

Christians talk a lot about be servants; have you ever seen sometruly be a servant to
others? What does it look like, and what does it not look like?

Can you think of any modern parallels to the metaphor of O:ansom(?

Hoe do feel about what we have called Gevent ChristianityO? Have you ever heard it
taught? Have you ever seen it lived out? Have you ever seen it practiced outside the
United States?

How will you express your belief that no one can snatch you out of the Father@ hand, and
yet that you must work out your salvation?

Do role playing on the question of carnality. One person should insist that he is going to
get to heaven, even if it meanstaking a back seat, and how he lives out hislife will have
no affect on his eternal destiny.

Thisisreally important. Prepare the two minute presentation of the gospel that is
sufficiently complete that if a person respondsthey will in fact go to heaven. What might a
person add that would be unnecessary?
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Lecture 7: Mark 11-13

Passion Week

Cursefig tree

Cleansing the temple

Cursed fig tree, and Cenacted parableO

Olivet Discourse (Apocalyptic Discourse)

Apocaly ptic Literature

(GenreO

18. Roman s 1-4 page 30 of 135



Biblical Training Institute

JesusCProphecy (13:1-2)

Two questions (13:3-4)

Three things going on

Don®be Deceived (13:5-8)

Craig Blomberg, Matthew, page 356.
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Persecution (13:9-13)

Gospel proclaimed to all nations

CEschatology is ethicalO

QA bomi nati on of Desolatio nO(13:14-20)

OWVhen you seeO

Prophecy of Daniel 9:27; see also 11:31; 12:11)

At ought not to beO(2 Thess 2:3-4)

Which question is being answered?

Destruction of Jeusalem by Romansin A.D. 70.

Don®be Deceived (12:21-23)
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Coming of the Son of Man (13:24-27)

What question isbeing answered?

An those daysO

Cosmic signs

What is different with these signs? What kind of signs are they?

Characteristic of his coming

Parable of the Fig Tree (13:28-31)

Orhese thingsO(v 29)

QOrhese thingsO(v 30)

Final Warnings (13:32-37)

(Day or hourO
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Matthew@® Three Parables (chapters 24:37-25:46)

Days of Noah

Sooner: Good and Wicked Servant

Later: Ten Virgins (bridesmaids)

Talents and Final Judgment

Prophecy in general

1. Typology (double fulfillment)

2. Foreshortening

18. Roman s 1-4
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Tie it all together

Disciple@ question(s)

1. Destruction of temple

Delay, persecution, and the Cabomination of desolationO

Signstowarn to flee (A.D. 70)

2. JesusCreturn and the end of the age

After A.D. 70

No warning signs; rather, be ready

Cosmic signswill announce hisreturn

Book of Revelation
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Reflection Questions

1 How would you and your church respond if Jesus walked into your Sunday morning
serviceand cursed the plant that decorates the front of your worship center and that
represented your church? (Do you have anything like afig tree?) Why would he do this?
How would your pastor and eldersrespond? How about the rest of the people?

2. What do you think about the teacher@teaching on the nature of apocalyptic literature?
Have you ever heard this before? Have you ever read any other apocalypticliterature
outside of the Bible?

3. Do you think that the disciples in fact asked two basic questions? Does this make sense?

4, How will you respond if someone says that current wars and earthquakes are signs that
the end of the earth isimminent? Be careful; some people@ beliefsrun very deep.

5. Have you ever heard that eschatology is primarily ethical? Do you agree? Have you ever
been in any prophecy conferences of Bible studies where thistruth isabsent? How will
you go about helping people see that itstruth?

6. Doyou have any questions about the Cabomination of desolation,Othe Gman of
law|essness,Othe QA nti-ChristC?

7.  Areyou comfortable seeing a large time period between 13:23 and 13:24?
8. Do you think the cosmic signswarn or announce? Why?

0. How would you respond to a Preterist?

10. Do you understand what Ghese thingsOin v 29 and v 30 stand for?

11. Theteacher taught that the final warningsin Mark 13 and the parablesin Matthew 24-25
all teach the suddenness of JesusQreturn and that we must be ready. What do you think of
this? Does your life need to change at all in order to be ready?

12. Do you understand QypologyOand Goreshortening®?
13. Can you summarize your eschatological beliefs? Can you answer the disciplesQquestions?

14. Eschatology is controversial and discussions often turn mean-spirited. Isthere anythingin
your discussion of these questionsthat perhaps you wish now you could have stated
another way?What if people who believe differently were present? Would you have
changed the discussion? Thisis a significant question, since eschatology is ethical.
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Lecture 8: Mark 14-16

Last night with disciples (14:1-52)

Passover

Historical background

JesusCredefinition

Orhisis my bodyO

OrransubstantiationO(Roman Catholicism)

QConsubstantiationO(Luther)

Symbolic (Calvin)

Against transubstantiation and consubstantiation

Against transubstantiation

Comment on symbolic
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Threetime frames

Past

Present

Future

CBacramentOor A0rdinance(?

Frequency

Statement of Faith

Final Public Events

Gethsemane

Trial

Crucifixion

Death

18. Roman s 1-4
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Ato nement

What is actually happening?

Terminology

CBacrificialO(Ephesians 1:7)

OVicariousO(Rom 5:8; also Gsubstitutionary®)

CPropitiationO(Rom 3:25)

(Redemption/ RansomO(Rev 5:9)

Heart | ssues

1. God® motivation

2. Seriousness of sin (Matt 26:39; Luke 24:26)

3. Cauffi ciencyO(Heb 9:25-28; Rom 5:18-21

4. Uniqueness of Christ
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Where did Jesus go?

Burial and Resurrection

Purpose of resurrection
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Reflection Questions

1 How could we in the church or at home act out the Passover in such away that especially
our children could understand the significance of communion?

2. How isthe new covenant different from the old covenant? How would your life be
different if you lived in Old Testament timesin terms of how you relateto God? Try to
think of practical, concrete examples.

3. What do you think Ghisis my bodyOmeans? Why? What would you do if you dropped
the Gelements®? Would you make croutons out of the bread?

4, How could we change the manner in which we take communion to reflect the three time
frames of 1 Corinthians 11:26? What aspects of your current method of celebrating
communion help you seeitstrue significance? Ar e there any aspectsthat are more the
result of human and religioustradition that are working against a proper understanding
of the celebration?

5. Doyou think the Lord® Supper is a GacramentOor an Gordinance®?
6. How often do you think that your church should celebrate communion? Why?

7.  Whilethereis noway that we can truly understand JesusCpain during the crucifixion,
what would help you understand it more deeply?

8. Do somerole playing and try to explain to an unchurched person the significance of the
atonement. Don®use theological terms; they wouldn®understand anyw ay .

9. If someone said that Jesus died merely as an example of self-giving love, how would you
respond? What if they said that Jesus didn®haveto die in order for usto get to heaven?
What if they said that following Buda or Allah would also lead to heaven?

10. Do somemorerole playing. How would you counsel someone w ho said that they had
sinned so grievously that they don®believe God could possibly forgive them?

11. How will you share the gospel in light of the atonement?

12.  What are some concrete ways in which JesusQresurrection impacts your life on a daily
basis?
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Lecture 9: Matthew 1:1-5:12

JesusQVirgin Birth

1:16

Joseph@ dream

Vir gin birth and the miraculous

1. Closed system

2. Open system

Conclusions

Isbelieving in thevirgin birth important?
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Significance of the vir gin birth

Incarnati on

Definition:

Fully God

Fully human

Is believing the incarnation important?

1John 4:13

How does affect how we share the gospel?

Significance of the atonement

Heb 2:17
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Introduction to the Sermon on the Mo unt

Books

D.A. Carson, The Sermon on the Mount (Baker)

Jahn Stott, Christian Counter-Culture (1IVP)

Commentaries by Blomberg; Carson; Mounce; Hughes

(HermeneuticsO

1. Jesus speaksin absolutes

2. Ethical requirements are extremely high, apparently impossible, and
seemingly contradicted elsew here in the sermon, by JesusQor Paul@ life, or
common sense

Solutions

1. Already but not yetO

2. Givetheteaching their full force, but not be simplistic

3. Jesusisprimarily interested in our attitude, our whole-hearted commitment
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Beatit udes

Introduction

Relationship with the sermon

(BeatitudeO

CBlessedO

1. GBlessed are the poor in spiritO (5:3)

Definition

Promise

2. CBlessed are those who mournO(5:4)

Definition

Promise
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3. (Blessed are the meek O(5:5)

Definition

Promise

4. (Blessed are those who hunger and thir st for righteousnessO(5:6)

Definition

Promise

5. CBlessed are the mercif ulO (5:7)

Definition

Promise

6. CBlessed are the pure in heartO(5:8)

Definition

Promise
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7. CBlessed are the peacemakersO(5:9)

Definition

Promise

8. (Blessed are thosewho are persecuted for righteousnessGakeO(5:10)

Definition

Promise

Conclusion
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Reflection Questions

=

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Do you have any trouble believing in the virgin birth? Why?

In your own words, explain what a Gclosed systemOand an Copen systemOapproach to
reality looks like.

How would you show someone that scientific approaches to reality are based on faith?
How would you explain that an open, Christian view of reality is preferable?

Do you know anyone who has been attacked for believing in the virgin birth? What was it
like for them?

Using your own words, tell someone why believing in the virgin birth isimportant
because it affects our understanding of who Jesusis.

Using your own words, explain the doctrine of the Qncarnation.O

There are people who will not accept the concept of OnysteryOin their theology or
philosophy. How would you help them see the necessity of believing in mystery?

If someone said they were a Christian but did not believe Jesuswas fully human, how
would you respond?

Explain the significance of the incarnation for the doctrine of the atonement.

It will perhapstake sometimeto come to gripswith the diffi cultiesin understanding the
Sermon on the Mount. Most of uswant it straight and simple; as we saw, this doesn®
work in this passage. Talk together about the issues.

Explain the Calready but not yetOapproach to reading the Sermon.
What does it mean to be CblessedO?

A fun exerciseisto paraphrase the Beatitudes. This means say them in your own words
but bringing out their fuller meaning. Go ahead and try it, especially on the first beatitude.

Have you ever mourned over your spiritual bankruptcy? What did it look like? What
good came out of this difficult time?
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Outline to the Sermon on the Mo unt

Beatit udes

A.

B.

C.

Introduction

Beatitudes

Poor in spirit

Mourn

M eek

Hunger and thirst for righteousness
Merciful

Pure in heart

Peacemakers

© N o 0 b~ 0w NP

Persecuted for righteousnessCsake

Call to action

Il.  Undivided loyalty: Righteousness

A.

B.

C.

Introduction

Six examples

Anger and murder
Lust and adultery
Divorce

Oaths

Retaliation

Hatred

© g w D PP

Conclusion

1. Undivided Loyalty: Acts of Piety

A.

B
C.
D

Introduction
Almsgiving
Prayer

Fasting
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5:1-16
5:1-2

5:3-12

5:13-16

5:17-48
5:17-20

5:21-47
5:21-26
5:27-30
5:31-32
5:33-37
5:38-42
5:43-47

5:48

6:1-18
6:1
6:2-4
6:5-15

6:16-18
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V.

VI.

VI,

Undivided Loyalty: Total Commit ment
A.  Treasures
B. Eye

C. Two masters
Undivided Loyalty: Total Trust

Final Instructions
A. Don®bejudgmental
B. Perseverein prayer

C. Law fulfilled by the Golden Rule

Conclusion: Call to Action
A. Twoways

B Two trees

C. Twojudgments

D

Two houses

18. Roman s 1-4

6:19-24
6:19-21
6:22-23

6:24

6:25-34

7:1-12
7:1-6
7:7-11

7:12

7:13-27
7:13-14
7:15-20
7:21-23

7:24-27
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Lecture 10: Matthew 5:17-7:29; 28:19-20

Introduction

Heart of the sermon:

Hermeneutics

1. Undivided Loyalty : Righteousness (5:17-48)

Point:

A. Introduction (5:17-20)

1. Anger and murder (5:21-26)

Point:

Connection with Beatitudes

Follow-up

Hermeneutics

2. Lust and adultery (5:27-30)
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3. Divorce (5:31-32)

Divorce and Remarriage: Four Christian Views (Wayne House, ed., IVP)

4. Oaths (5:33-37)

5. Retaliation (5:38-42)

6. Hatred (5:43-47)

C. Conclusion (5:48)

I11.Undivided Loyalty: Acts of Piety (6:1-18)

Statement (6:1)

1. Almsgivi ng (6:2-4)

3. Fasting (6:16-18)
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2. Prayer (6:5-15)

Background

Focus on praising God

ur Father in heavenO

C(Hallowed by your nameO

May your kingdom comeO

May your will be done®

Focus on our dependence on God to meet our needs

(Daily breadO

CForgive usour debtsO(vv 14-15)

(Lead us not into temptationO

Where@ the last verse?

18. Roman s 1-4

page 53 of 135



Biblical Training Institute

IV. Undivided Loyalty: Total Commitment (6:19-24)

A. Treasure (6:19-21)

B. Eye (6:22-23)

C. Two masters (6:24)

V. Undivided Loyalty : Total Trust (6:25-34)

6:33

\Y,

. Final Instructions (7:1-12)

A. Being judgmental (7:1-6)

B. Persevere in prayer (7:7-11)

C. Law fulfilled by the Golden Rule (7:12)

18. Roman s 1-4 page 54 of 135



Biblical Training Institute

VI1I. Conclusion (7:13-27)

Only two options

1. No room for:

2.Noroom for:

A. Two ways (7:13-14)

B. Two trees (7:15-20)

C. Two judgments (7:21-23)

D. Two houses (7:24-27)

Great Commission (28:18-20)

Make disciples

1. Baptizing

2. Teaching to obey
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Reflection Questions

10.

11.

12.

13.

How are you feeling about the hermeneutics of the Sermon? Jesus is speaking forcibly
about general truths, usually against a background of Javish misunderstanding. Do you feel
like you are ignoring the plain meaning of JesusGteaching? Ar e you feeling that the
teaching is so difficult to apply that you might aswell ignore it?

In what way isyour righteousness to exceed that of the Javish leaders?

When is anger right, and when isit wrong? What isthe relationship between a CblessedO
person and an angry person?

What can | ask about the topic of lust? Do you agree with JesusCassessment? Really? What
isthe difference between temptation and sin? What practical steps can you take to deal
with thisissue? Do women lust?

Divorceis a diffi cult topic to cover so quickly, and this may not be the placeto get into it
too deeply.

Isit wrong to Gswear on a BibleOin a court of law? Why?

Areyou willing to give up your QightOof retaliation? Thisis difficult, isn®it? Think
through how the Beatitudes might help you with thistopic.

Do you hate anyone? At what point does dislike become hate?

Do you feel thrown to your knees? Do you feel that it isimpossible to meet JesusO
standards?If it isimpossible, will you still try?

Isit okay to take atax deduction on charitable gifts?Isit okay for a donor to have his
name placed on a building she or he paid for? What about awall of remembrancein your
church? Public pledging? Again, the issue here is hermeneutics.

What general lessons have you learned through reading the Lord® Prayer? You can you
make sure your prayers start with praise for God and end on an affirmation of personal
dependence? How about at church prayer meetings?

Do you think that you should forgive someone even if they have not admitted their sin,
have not repented, and have not asked for repentance? It is hard enough to forgive your
enemies; w hat steps can you take to forgive those who don®want it? Should you?

Treasures and the heart. Many Christianstry to deny the connection, but doesn® Jesus
make it clear? How do your treasures show the location of your heart? Do your treasures?
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

When discussing the passage of two masters, | often think of a person straddling a fence,
thinking that it is acceptableto walk with a foot on either side?1 like it becauseitisa
nonsensical picture, and yet how often do we think that we can serve two masters? What
are some of the more common rationalizations as Christians try to serve God and the
world?

Do you really believe Matt 6:33? How does it show itself in your life? Thisissue of trust is
aprocess; when we become Christians we don®automatically trust God completely and
totally. What would encourage you to take steps of trust? How do you tell the difference
between a heedOand a QyreedO(i.e., something you really want but don®actually need)?

Matt 7:1-6 is often used as a rebuttal, telling someone not to pass judgment on them. Isthis
accurate?

Perseverancein prayer is another topic that may be too much to discussin this context.
But one of the ultimate questionsin life iswhether you believe prayer moves God to do
what he might not otherwise do. What do you think about this?

Do you think it is acceptable to God to be a Gcarnal Christian®? Why? What are the
ramifi cations of your position on thisissue?

Peoplewill tell you that they are Christians, even if they are not serious about it. How will
you respond?

Do you know of any person who isa fool, who knowsthe will of God but doesn®do it?
What are the benefits and consequences of hearing and doing the will of God?
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Lecture 11: Luke

Introduction

Author

Audience

Purposes

Birth Narratives

Presentation in thetemple

Temple visit

Beginnings of Ministry

Emphasison historicity (3:1-2)

Genealogy (3:23)
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Temptation

What actually wasthe temptation?

Early Mi nistry

Rejection at Nazareth

Capernaum

Sermon (6)

Four Stories about GDthersO

1. Centurion@® Servant (7:1ff)

2. 2. Widow® Son (7:11ff.)
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3. 3.Snful Woman

4. Women Accompanying Jesus (8:1-3)

Mor e Stories

Parable of the Good Samaritan (10:25ff.)

Test

True nature of his question

Lord® Prayer (11:1ff.)

Woe Sayings (11:37ff.)

18. Roman s 1-4
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Discipleship (12:49-18:7)

Radical call of discipleship (12:49-53)

Remnant of discipleship (13:22-24)

Humility and self-exaltation of disciples (14:7-11)

Cost of discipleship (14:26ff.)

Joy of discipleship

1. Lost sheep

2. Lost coin

3. Lost (Prodigal) Son

Faith of disciples (17:5-6)

Humility of disciples (17:7-10)

Persistence of disciples (18:1-7)
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Final Week of JesusCLif e

Reflection Questions

(not yet available)
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Lecture 12: John 1-12

Introduction

Leon Morris

Critical issues

1. Different from Synoptics

2. Developed theology

3. Dialogue to monologue

Why was John writte n? (20:30-31)

Structure

1. Prologue (1:1-18)

2. CBook of SignsO(1:19 - 12:50)
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3. Passion Week (13 - 20)

4. Epilogue (21)

Prologue (1:1-18)

1. ONordO

2. Pre-existence

3. Creator

4. Life

5. Conflict and victory

12-13. Salvation

14. Incarnation

14. QOnly SonO

16. GOnly GodO

17. Uniquerevealer
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John the Bapti st (1:19-34)

Function

QLamb of GodO

Chapter 2. Wedding at Cana and Jerusalem Visit

Chapter 3: Nicodemus and the Necessity of Rebirth

Water and Spirit (Ezekiel 36:25-28)

Change of language in 3:16

CEvent ChristianityO

Correction

CBelieve intoO
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Chapter 4: Woman of Samaria

Chapter 5. Heali ng at the Pool of Bethesda

Cson of GodO

Union with the Father

Authority of the Son

Withesses to Jesus

Conclusion
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Chapter 6. Feeding of the 5,000

a AMO sayings

1. CBread of lifeQ(6:35)

2. CLight of the worldO(8:12; 9:5)

3. (Door (10:9) of the sheepO(10:7)

4. GGood shepherd®(10:11)

5. Resurrection and the life0(11:25)

6. OThe way, thetruth, and the lifeO(14:6)

7.Q am the vineO(15:1, 5)

A AMO (Exodus 3:14)

8:58

824,28

A and the Father are one0(10:30)
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Chapter 7. Feast of Booths

Chapter 8. Light of the World

CFather AbrahamO

Chapter 9. Man born blind

Chapter 10. Good Shepherd

Sheep know me

Door

Good shepherd

18. Roman s 1-4
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Chapter 11. Lazarus

Chapter 12. Final Rejection of Judaism

Reflection Questions
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Lecture 13: John 13-21

Structure

Servanthood (13:1-20)

Setting the stage (13:1-3)

Jesus assuming the function of a servant (13:4-5)

Peter@ misunderstanding (13:6-8a)

JesusCanswer (13:8b-10a)

CEnacted parableO(13:12-17)

Love Commandment (13:34-35)

New ?

Implication of v 35

Define QoveO
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Holy Spirit

Introduction

1.14:15-17

2. 14:25-26

3.15:26
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4.16:7-15

Abide in Christ (15:1-11)

Relationship

N ecessity

What doesit look like?
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High Priestly Prayer

1. Jesus prays Gor himselfO(17:1-5)

2. Jesus prays for the eleven disciples (17:6-19)

3. Jesus prays for future disciples (17:20-26)

Prayer is for:

Purpose of the unity:

What does unity look like?

18. Roman s 1-4
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Remainingissuesin the gospel

Date of the crucifixion

Thomas (20:25, 28)

Purpose (20:31)
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Reflection questions

1 Read between the lines of the foot washing story. If you were one of the twelve, what
thoughtswould be going through your mind as Jesus draw s closer to washing your feet?
What if you were Peter? Judas?

2. How would you explain the difference between bathing and foot washing, between
justification and sanctification, but in your own words?

3. Is Jesusteaching the ordinance of foot washing or giving an example of humble
servanthood that we should emulate? Why do you think so?

4, Loveissuch acommon word that is often thrown around with little meaning. How can
the love Jesusistalking about become a new commandment for you and your church?

5.  Canyou recount any stories were people were attracted to a church because the people
loved one another? What about the reverse? Why isthisso?Isthere anything more
important than fixing this problem given the weight that Jesus placeson it?

6. How do you define love, biblically, but in your own words?

7. How will you define the Holy Spirit? Who ishe? How is herelated to God, God the father,
and God the Son?

8. Areyou surprised that the world cannot respond to God without the work of the Holy
Spirit? Why do you think so?

0. List some specific ways in which, through you, the Holy Spirit has done, and can do, his
work?

a. Convicttheworld of sin
b. Convicttheworld of righteousness
c. Convicttheworld of judgment

10. Talk about the concept of Cabiding in Christ.Olt is alittle difficult to define clearly, so take
your time. What does it mean to CabideC? Is it necessary or optional? What are some
practical ways that it shows itself?

11. Jesussays that the disciples believe that God the Father sent Jesusto earth. Isthisa
necessary part of the offer of salvation? If so, how will you incorporate it into your gospel
presentation?

18. Roman s 1-4 page 75 of 135



Biblical Training Institute

12.  Give some specifics asto what it looks like to be GnObut not GfOthe world.

13. Please spend some serious and lengthy time talking about this unity issue. What does it
practically look like? What aids unity? What hurts unity? How isit really possible for
Christian unity to be evangelistic? Have you ever seen this happen? Have you ever seen
just thereverse happen? What isit like for believersto be united the same way that the
godhead isunited? What does it mean for God the Father to love us as he loved Jesus?

14. What are some waysin your church or your own life that ThomasCdeficiency is held up as
agood thing? How does the desire for experience fight against God@ call for faith?
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Lecture 14. Acts 1-12

Introduction

. Howard Marshall

Structure

1. Three-fold structure (1:8)

2. Two parts

1. Peter's (Jawish) ministry (1-12)

2. Paul's (Gentile) ministry (13-28)

I. The Birth and Expansion of the Early Church (1-5)

A. Thefirst 40 days (1)

1. Introduction (1:1-5)

2. Ascension (1:6-11)

3. Matthias chosen (1:12-26)
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B. Pentecost (2)

1. The coming of the Holy Spirit (2:1-13)

What actually happened?

Permanent possession of the Holy Spirit

Significance of the tongues

Language in Acts of the Coming of the Holy Spirit

Initial experience

On-going experience

2. Peter's Sermon (2:14-40)

18. Roman s 1-4 page 78 of 135



Biblical Training Institute

"Kerygma"

What isrequired to be a Christian?

Story continues (2:42-47)

Boldness (4:19-20, 29-31)

Sovereignty of God (2:23,39; 4.27-38)

Beaten for Christ's sake (5:40-410
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Il. Second phase of the church's expansion: Samaritans (6-9)

First theological battle of the church

A. Stephen (6:1-8:1a)

1. Choosing of the Seven (6:1-7)

2. Arrest by non-Christian Jev s (6:8-15)

3. Defense (7:1-50)

4. Accusations against the present generation (7:51-53)

5. Death (7:54-8:1a)
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B. Persecution, and Phili p in Samaria (8:1b-40)

1. Persecution and scattering of the church (8:1b-3)

2. Philip's ministry in Samaria (8:4-25)

Why the delay?

Isthis normative?

3. Philip's ministry to the Ethiopian (8:26-40)

C. Saul (9:1-31)

1. Conversion (9:1-19a)

2. Saul'sinitial preaching and escape (9:19b-25)

3. Saul meetsthe apostles (9:26-30)

4. Saul eventual goesto Tarsus

Church enjoysa period of peaceand growth (9:31)
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[11. Third Phase of the Church's Expansion: Gentile s (10-11)

A. Cornelius (10:1-11:18)

1. The angel's visit to Cornelius (10:1-8)

2. Peter's vision (10:9-33)

3. Travelsto Caesarea and hears Cornelius' story

4. Peter's sermon (10:34-48)

5. Peter's defense to the Jausalem Church (11:1-18)

B. The Church in Antio ch (11:19-30)

1. Beginning and Growth of the Gentile church (11:19-26)

2. Faminerelief in Judea (11:27-30)

C. Herod and Peter (12)

Conclusion
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Reflection Questions

1

10.

11.

Do you have any questionson what it meansto be "filled" with the Spirit?

What isthe purpose of tonguesin Acts 1-12? Resist the temptation to move into a
discussion of the spiritual gifts of tonguesfor the time being. Isthere any modern analogy
you can think of to tongues? What must it have been like. Take some timeto marvel at the
power of God.

Have you ever been "filled" with the Spirit in the sense of Acts 4:8? Explain what it was
like.

What are the four points of the kerygma? How will you use thisin your evangelism?

If you tell someone that they need to repent, and they say, "Repent of what?," what will
you tell them?

How do you feel about the "sovereignty of God"? Many people have bad past experiences,
so you need to be careful on this one. If you are one of those people, what do you think of
the verses discussed that show God isin control? Isthere any comfort in this biblical
teaching for you?

Have you ever thanked God for the privilege of suffering for him?If not, why? What
would keep you from doing this?

Can you think of any modern parallelsto the church'sfirst theological battle? It might be
interesting to role play alittle as you attempt to understand the problem. "We need to
preach to Gentiles." " You are so liberal in your theology. We have never done that before!"

Isn't it amazing how something like persecution can work to spread the gospel? Probably
in the midst of the persecution people did not understand why God was allowing this,
although for usit isobvious. Isthere anything in your own life that is diffi cult to
understand and yet there is the possibility that God will use it for his glory and the benefit
of the church?

Doesthe teacher's explanation of the delay in the giving of the Holy Spirit to the
Samaritans make sense? Do you think thisisanormative experience?

Unlessyou live in a place of intense bigotry and persecution, the story of Corneliusis
diffi cult to really understand. Isthere anything you can share with one another to
understand it better?
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Lecture 15. Acts 13-15; Galatians

First Missionary Journey (13-14)

A. Commission (13:1-3)

B. Cyprus (13:4-12)

C. Pisidian Antioch (13:13-52)

D. Iconium (14:1-7)

E. Lystraand Derbe (14:8-20)

F. Return through Lystraand Iconium to Antioch (14:21-28)

Galatians

Historical situation

Purpose
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I. Introduction (1:1-10)

I1. Paul's Apostleship (1:11-2:14)

A\p ostled

[11. Triumph of Grace over Law (2:15-4:7)

Summary (2:15-16)

"Justification” ("righteousness")

"Works of the law"

Faith characterizes both salvation and sanctification
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"Justification by faith"

Other significant verses

Galatians 2:20

Children of Abraham (3:7,14,29; 6:16)

V. Paul appeals to the Galatians (4:8-31)

V. Freedom in Christ (5:1-6:10)

Walking by the Spirit (5:16, 22-24)

Other signif icant verses

6:15
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I1. Jerusalem Council (15:1-35)

A. Historical situation (15:1-5)

B. Peter's address (15:6-11)

C. Barnabas and Paul's address (15:12)

D. James' conclusion (15:13-21)

E. Letter (15:22-35)

Reflection Questions

1

The early church was very aware of the leading the Holy Spirit, and accompanied his
leading with prayer and fasting. Have you ever experienced something like this?

Acts 13:12 saysthat the proconsul saw the miracles, was astonished at the teaching, and
believed the gospel. The miracles got his attention but they were not the focus of hisfaith.
Have you ever been astonished at the teaching of the gospel? What led to the experience?
What was the long-term effects?

The gospel frees people from the law; it isaresult of God's grace. And yet, people so often
prefer to fall back into law, into legalism. Why do you think thisisthe case?

What do you think of the sovereignty of God and Acts 13:48? Sincewe believe that all of
Scriptureistrue, how will you make this verse part of your theology?

Isn't it amazing how the people from Lystraand Derbe wanted to make worship Barnabas
and Paul as gods, and yet a short time later stoned him. Why wasthere such adrastic
change? What isit about human beingsthat induces usto such extremes? Have you ever
seen thistype of change happen due to the teaching of the gospel?
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Have you ever acted like Peter? Have you ever known theright thing to do, but dueto
legalistic pressures given in? Why did you? What were the short-term and long-term
effects of your actions?

Explain "justification by faith" in your own words to a child, an adult non-Christian, and a
person who tendstoward legalism. Do some role playing.

Do the same with "works of the law."

How have you seen legalism creep back into a Christian'slife and try to take it over? Was
thelegalist happy or sad? How can you help them see the difference between living by
faith and living by works of the law ?

How would you explain the concept of being "crucified with Christ" in your own words
(Galatians 2:20).

Explain what it meansto "walk by the Spirit" in your own words. How can you encourage
someoneto live like this rather than being alegalist?

Do you think the Judaizersin Acts 15 were Christians?

In your own culture, what would be similar to the four prohibitionsin the letter written by
the Jausalem church? What activities would you voluntarily abstain from if it aided the
spread of the gospel?
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Lecuture 16. Acts 15:36-18:22; 1 & 2 Thessalonians

Second Mi ssionary Journey

Context

Goal (15:36-41)

Timothy (16:1-5)

West through Asia Minor (16:6-10)

Phili ppi (16:11-40)

Background

Conversion of Lydia (16:11-15)

Exorcism

Conversion of the Philippian Jaler

Civil disobedience
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Thessdonica (17:1-9)

Berea (17:10-15)

Christian Education (17:14)

Athens (17:16-34)

Corinth (18:1-17)

1 and 2 Thessalonians

18:12-17

Return to Antio ch (18:18-22)

18. Roman s 1-4 page 90 of 135



Biblical Training Institute

1 Thessalonians

Background

Chapter 1: Greeting and Thanksgiving

Chapter 2: Reviews histime with them

Chapter 3: Timothy@ travels

1. Necessity of:

2. Necessity of:

3. Necessity of:
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Chaptgers 4-5: Responding to Timothy® Report

Coretopicsfor ayoung church (4:1-12)

Eschatology (4:13-5:11)

Conclusion

2 Thessalonians

GChurch disciplineO
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Reflection Questions

10.

11.

Have you ever had a sharp disagreement with a fellow Christian that appeared to be
insolvable, like Paul and Barnabas? We don®know much of the discussion why they
separated, but what was it that made your situation so diffi cult? As you look back on it,
especially if it happened sometimein the past, what good was God ableto work inthe
midst of your troubles? (We will learn the resolution of Paul® and BarnabasCconflict later
inthe New Testament.)

Have you ever voluntary limited your Christian liberty and freedom for the sake of the
spread of the gospel? What were the circumstances behind it and the consequences
stemming from it? Would you do it again?

Have you had any experiencewith household conversions? What led to it? Who played
the father@ role of being the fist to hear and believe? How did it affect the othersin the
household? Ar e there any lessonsyou learned from this experience?

Have you ever been involved in civil disobedience? What were the forces that led you to
the disobedience? What are some improper motivesleading to civil disobedience?

In sharing the gospel, have you ever had the experience of trying to find common ground
with the non-believers? Share your experiences? Isit possible to go too far in looking for
common ground?

The ThessaloniansOpersonal testimonyQisthat they turned away from idols and turned
to God. Does your testimony show a similar change? If not, why? If so, what were your
idols, and how wasthe change made visible?

Do you really think Christian education isimportant? If so, what are you doing for
yourself and or for others?

Nobody likes suffering and persecution, and yet we all recognize that in some form it is
helpful and perhaps even necessary for Christian growth. Share your stories as
encouragement for others.

Do you believe in the necessity of persevering in your faith? What does Paul mean by the
qualification Gn vainQin 1 Thessalonians 3:5?

If we really believed sexual purity is basicto a Christian @ growth in sanctification, how
would it affect our churches and our personal lives. Isit really basic? Does it impact your
life?

Rather than arguing about the rapture and the suddenness of JesusQreturn, ask yourself if
you areready. What does this readiness|ook like?

18. Roman s 1-4 page 93 of 135



Biblical Training Institute

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Whether 1 Thess 5:22 is translated Cabstain from all appearance of evilOor Cabstain from
every form of evil,Oit isa call to holiness. What does obedience to this command look like
in your real world? Can you go too far in obeying thiscommand? If so, whereistheline
between purity and obsession?

Do you feel strange thinking that God isa God of vengeance and that eventually he will
destroy the evil people who are attacking you? Why? Isit proper to wish God®@
destruction on your enemies? To pray for it? To tell them thisiswhat is going to happen?

Thisis not thetime or placeto launch into a wholesale discussion of eschatology, so please
resist the temptation. But how do the Ap ostasy and Man of Lawlessness fit into your
expectation of the future? What did you think of the teacher@ view of (666.0

How do you distinguish between lazy people who do not deserve the church® help, and
otherswho for legitimate reasons are not able to make aliving?

Church disciplineis a difficult topic, especially in a culture that does not have house
churches but rather has larger churches where people do not know each other. Do you
have any experiences with social ostracism as a means of church discipline, either that
worked or did not work?
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Lecture 17: Third Missionary Journey

Acts 18:23-21:26; 1 Corinthians 1-6

A. To Ephesus (18:23-19:41)

1. Through Galatia and Phrygia (18:23)

2. Apollos at Ephesus (18:24-28)

3. Paul at Ephesus (18:29-19:41)

a. Twelve disciples of John the Baptist (19:1-7)

b. Two year, 3 month ministry (19:8-10)

c. Itinerant Javish exorcists (19:11-20)

1 Corinthians written

d. Riot (19:21-41
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B. Travel toward Jerusalem (20:1-21:14)

1. Through Macedonia (20:1-2)

2 Corinthians

2. Greece (20:3ga)

3. Return to Jeusalem (20:3b-6)

1 Corinthians

Introduction

Commentaries

Gordon Fee, The First Epistleto the Corinthians, The New International
Commentary on the New Testament (Eerdmans, 1987).

Craig Blomberg, 1 Corinthians, The N1V Application Commentary (Zondervan,
1994).

Historical setting

Structure
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I. Introduction (1:1-19)

Il. Divisionsin the Church (1:10-4:21)

Problem

Answer: Goal is centered around the preaching of the

Differentiates divine and human wisdom

Divisionswithin the church

Goal:

What does unity look like?
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What does unity not look like?

Isdisunity ever a QgoodOthing?

Are denominations a good or bad thing?

Gospel preaching

[11. Moral Issues

1. Immorality (5)

Problem

Solution

QLeavenO

Qualification of previous letter

18. Roman s 1-4
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QChurch Discipline®

Position paper

Primary passages. Matthew 18:15-21; 2 Thessalonians 3:6,14-15; 1 Corinthians 5:4-13; 1
Timothy 5:19-25.

Goal:

What sins?

Process?

2. Lawsuits (6:1-11)

Problem

Solution

What is at stake?

List of sins

Hands

Christian suing non-Christian; non-trivial cases; personal or social ethic?
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3. Temple Prostit ution (6:12-20)

Problem

Reasons

Reflection Questions

(not available at thistime)
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Lecture 18: 1 Corinthians 7-16; 2 Corinthians

Marriage (7)

1. Asceticism (7:1-7)

2.Unmarried (7:8-9)

3. Married (7:10-11)

4. Mixed Marriages (7:12-16)

5. General principle (7:17-24)

6. Engaged (7:25-35)

7. Death and remarriage (7:39-40)

Legiti mate reasons for divorce
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Remarriage

Food to Idols (8)

Background

Principles

Hands

18. Roman s 1-4
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Worship (11:2-14:40)

Me n and Women Relationships (11:2-16)

Hats or hairstyles?

Basic concern

Secondary concern

Hands

James Hurley, Man and Woman in Biblical Perspective

Lord® Supper (11:17-34)

www .Shilohhillsfellow ship.org

Spiritual Gifts (12-14)

Theme of chapter 12

(Love chapterO(13)

18. Roman s 1-4
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Guidelines (14)

Resurrection (15)

Fact and necessity (15:1-34)

Nature of the resurrection body (15:35-58)

Smilar

Different

Closing issues (16)

18. Roman s 1-4

page 104 of 135



Biblical Training Institute

2 Corinthians (Intermediate State N 5:1-10)

Luke 23:43; 2 Cor 5:8; Phil 1:23

Purgatory (2 Maccabees 12:45)

What does thistime period look like?

Summarize the timeli ne

If die before Jesusreturns

When Jesusreturns

18. Roman s 1-4
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Reflection Questions

10.

How do you feel overall in referenceto Paul@ basic tenet that celibacy is ChetterOthan
marriage?

Do welivein asense of urgency that the Lord could return quickly, without warning?
Sometimes | think about what it will be like when Jesusreturns. | wonder how much
regret | will have when | realize that all those things | thought about doing someday will
never get done. What do you think?

Can you share any examples of mixed marriages in which the nonbeliever eventually
became a Christian? How isthis situation different from Qmissionary dating,Owhen
people rationalize that it is okay to date and marry someone because they GmightObecome
a Christian?

What do you think GenslavedO(1 Cor 7:15) means?

If your child were engaged right now, would you give them the same advice as Paul gives
usin 1 Cor 7:25-35? Why?

How would you answer a child or close friend who asked if it is God@ will for them to
marry their non-Christian fiancZ? How would you be both gentle and yet firm?

What do you believe are legitimate reasons for divorce? What if your daughter was
emotionally abandoned by her husband who spent more time on Internet porn sites but
didn®want to move out because sheisa good cook? Try to personalize these questions;
you might answer them differently.

| received a phone call one day from awoman who was abandoned by her husband and
eventually divorced. Four yearslater she remarried, but now the eldersin her church are
telling her that sheisliving in adultery because God sees her still married to her first (they
would say Gnly0) husband, and no adulteress will go to heaven. Their council isto
divorce her current husband and seek reconciliation with the first (who had not yet been
remarried). What would you say? How would you support your advice from Scripture
and theology?

Do people divorced before they become Christians have a different set of rulesthan those
who divorceas Christians?

What are some gray areasin which you are free to exercise your Christian freedom but

perhaps should limit for the sake of others? At what point doesthis principle become a
license for the OveakerOChristian to control you? Have you ever had someonetell you

that you were causing them to stumble, and really all that you were doing was bugging
them and their religioustraditions? Share what you did.
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11. Doyou think that thereisa hierarchy in the God-head and the church, or isthe concept of
submission an evil to you?

12.  What are some waysin which you can show that you are under another® authority? (Both
men and women can answer this.)

13. Inyour experience, how hasthe exercise of spiritual gifts divided the church? How have
they united? Do you have any examples of spiritual gifts exercised without love? Have
you ever seen the gifts of tongues and interpretation used effectively as awitnessto non-
believersin the church situation? What about the reverse?

14. What do you think it isgoing to belike in heaven? What will it be like to be a disembodied
spirit? Will we be able to touch each other? Reflect on what Judgment Day is going to be
like when we come with Christ and are raised with our glorified bodies.
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Lesson 19: Romans 1-4

Introduction

Romans, The New Am erican Commentary, Mounce (Broadman Holman)

Romans, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament, Schreiner (Baker)

The Epistle to the Romans, The New International Commentary on the New Testament,
Moo (Eerdmans)

Historica Setting

Class Structure

I. Introduction (1:1-15)

Salutation, Audience and Greeting (1:1-7)

Personal Remarks (1:8-15)
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Il1. Theme Verses (1:16-17)

A. Gospel of God (1:16)

1. Not ashamed

2. Reason for pride

B. Essential nature of the gospel (1:17)

CRighteousnessO

1. CRighteousness of GodO

2. 0Old Testament proof (Habakkuk 2:4; 3:17-19)
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I11. The Unrighteousness of All People (1:18-3:20)

A. Gentile sN who have general revelation (1:18-32)

1. God@wrath (1:18)

2. Justification of God@wrath (1:19-23)

What people knew

What people did

3. Penalty for sins (1:24-31)

4. Coup de grace (1:32)
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B.Jews N who have the law (2:1-3:8)

1. Statement (2:1-5)

2. Impartial judgment by works (2:6-16)

3. The problem of the Jew's (2:17-29)

a. Law

b. Circumcision

c.True Jen

4. Three possible misconceptions (3:1-8)

C. Summary and Scriptural Proof (3:9-20)

1. Thesis (3:9)

2. Scriptural proof (3:10-18)

3. Summary (3:19-20)

18. Roman s 1-4
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V. Righteousness Defined: Justif icatio n (3:21-4:25)

A. Justification isthrough Christ (3:21-26)

1. Related to the law (3:21)

2. Through faith in Christ for all (3:22-25a)

Faith

An ChristO

Grace

Redemption

Hilasterion (propitiation; expiation)

3. lustice of God@ actions (3:25b-26)

18. Roman s 1-4
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B. Justif icati on isthrough fait h (3:27-4.25)

1. Threeimplications (3:27-31)

2. The example of Abraham (and David) (4:1-25)

a. Abraham wasjustified by faith (4:1-8)

b. Abraham was not justified by circumcision (4:9-12)

c. The Promiseis by faith (4:13-17a)

d. Description of Abraham@ faith (4:17b-22)

e. Paul@application (4:23-25)
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Reflection Questions

10.

Be honest, and list ten things about Christianity that could cause embarrassment and
shame. Now list the truths about those ten things and why we don® need to the ashamed.
For example: Jesus died as a failed Javish fanatic (from their standpoint); the very reason
he camewasto die.

How isit possible to not care what other people think of you, as Paul didn®care?
Personalities aside.

In all the talk about justification by faith and not by works, it is easy to become
disconnected from reality. What does justification by workslook like today? How would
you explain justification by faith in light of the modern examples of justification by works?
What might correspond to possessing the law and circumcision today?

How would you define (aithOto a person who has never stepped foot in a church?

In talking with a non-Christian, how would you move from General Revelation to
evangelism? How does General Revelation give you a starting point in your discussion?

Has God ever been patient with you, giving you timeto repent? How did you feel
afterwardswhen you look back over your time of sin?

Have you ever had an experiencelike John Bunyan when herealized that God would treat
him as God the Son deserved? What was it like? How did it help you understand grace
and forgiveness?

How would you explain what Jesus did on the cross using hilasterion?

18. Roman s 1-4 page 114 of 135



INTRODUCTION

A.

B.

Salutation
1. Author

Outlin eto Romans

a. Paul identifieshimself (1)

b. Definition of the gospel (2-4)

c. Outworking of the gospel (5-6)

2. Audience
3. Greeting

Personal remarks

D
)

On Paul (5)
On the Roman church (6)

1. Statement of thanksgiving

2. Purposein writing

THEM EVERSES

A.

B.

The gospel of God
1. Not ashamed

2. Reason for pride

Essential nature of the gospel

1. Statement

2. Old Testament proof

THEUNRIGHTEOUSNESS OF ALL PEOPLE

A.

Gentile

1. Proof of the universal unrighteousness: God's wrath

2. Justification of God'swrath
a. What all people know (19-20)
b. What all peopledid (21-23)

3. Penalty for their sins: God gave them up
a. Totheir lusts (24-25)
b. Totheir passions (26-27)
c. Toimproper conduct (28-31)

4. Coup degrace

1. How the Bible was Written

1:1-15

1:1-7
1:1-6

1.7a
1:7b

1:8-15
1:8-10
1:11-15
1:16-17

1:16
1:16a
1:16b

1:17
1:17a
1:17b

1:18-3:20

1:18-32
1:18
1:19-23

1:24-31

1:32
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B. Jews
1. Statement
2. Impartial judgment by works
a. Statement (6)
b. lllustrated twice (7-10)

c. Ultimatereason why: God'simpartiality (11-16)

(1 Satement (11-13)

(2) llustrated by the "Gentiles" (14-16)

3. Theproblem of the Jews
a. Jewish prideinthelaw (17-24)
b. Jawish pridein circumcision (25-27)
c. TheTrueJeav (28-29)
4. Three possible misconceptions
a. Advantage of being Javish? (1-2)

b. Jawish faithlessness and God's faithfulness (3-4)

c. Thejusticeof God'sjudgment (5-8)

C. Summary and Scriptural Proof
1. Thesis
2. Scriptural proof
a. Allareevil (10-12)
b. All speak evil (13-14)
c. Alldoevil (15-18)
3. Summary: Thelaw produces knowledge of sin

IV RIGHTEOUSNESSDEFINED: JUSTIFICATI ON

A. Justification isthrough Christ
1. Related to the law
2. Through faith in Christ
3. Justiceof God's actions
a. Past behavior (25)
b. Present behavior (26)

B Justification isthrough faith
1. Threeimplications
a. No boasting (27-28)
b. Godisthe God of all (29-30)

1. How the Bible was Written

2:1-3:8
2:1-5
2:6-16

2:17-29

3:1-8

3:9-20
39
3:10-18

3:19-20

3:21-4:25
3:21-26
321
3:22-25a
3:25b-26

3:27-4:25
3:27-31
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c. Faithupholdsthelaw (31)
2. Theexample of Abraham
a. Abraham wasjustified by hisfaith (1-8)
(H Satement (1-3)
(2) Argument by logic (4-5)
(3 Argument by illustration (6-8)
b. Abraham was not justified by circumcision (9-12)
() Thesis (9-11a)
(2) Purpose (11b-12)
c. ThePromiseisby faith (13-17a)
(1 Satement (13-15)
(2) Ultimate reason: guaranteed to all (16-17a)
d. Description of Abraham's faith (17b-22)
e. Paul'sapplication (23-25)

IV RIGHTEOUSNESSLIVED OUT

A. Peacewith God

1. Description of that peace
a. Statement (1-2a)
b. Fuller description of that life (2b-5)
c. Thenature of God'slove (6-8)
d. Certainty of our reconciliation (9-10)
e. Presentjoy (11)

2. Sufficiency of Christ's sacrifice
a. Beginning of the comparison (12)
b. Clarification of "all men sinned" (13-14)
c. Clarification of the upcoming comparison (15-17)
d. Smilarity of Adam and Christ (18-21)

B. Moral implications of justification: Sanctification
1. Dead to sin but Alivewith Christ
a. Question and basic answer (1-2)
b. Ethical implications of baptism (3-11)
c. Ethical exhortations (12-14)
2. Savesto Christ
a. Question and basic answer (15)

1. How the Bible was Written

4:1-25

5-8

5:1-21
5-11

5:12-21

6:1-23
6:1-14

6:15-23
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b. You offered yourselves as slaves (16-18)
c. Exhortation to live as God's slaves (19-23)

C. Freedom from the law's condemnation 7:1-25
1. Statement 7:1-6
a. Thesis(1)

b. Analogy of marriage (2-3)
c. We havedied tothelaw (4-6)
2. Clarification 7:7-25a
a. Thelaw isgood (7-12)
b. Theproblem isour sin (13-25a)

3. Conclusion 7:25b
D. Thework of the Holy Spirit 8:1-39
1. Theindwelling of the Holy Spirit 8:1-17

a. Statement (1-4)
b. Lifeintheflesh vs.lifein the Spirit (5-11)
c. Implicationsof that indwelling (12-17)
2. Future hope of the believer 8:18-30
a. Believer and creation (18-25)
b. Holy spirit'shelp in theinterim (26-27)
c. Sovereignty of God (28-30)

E. Summation 8:31-39

1. Justification of God 8:31-34

2. Loveof God 8:35-39

VI GOD'SRIGHTEOUSNESSVINDICATED 9-11
A. Introduction 9:1-5

B. TheJdusticeof therejection 9:6-29

1. A remnant still exists, by election 9:6-13

2. God'ssovereignty isrighteous 9:14-29

a. Example of Moses and Pharaoh (14-18)
b. God'sfreedom in election (19-29)

C. The Cause of the rejection 9:30-10:21
D. Factswhich lessen the difficulty 11:1-36
1. Rejection is partial 11:1-10
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2. Rejection istemporary 11:11-24

3. God'sultimate purposeis mercy for all 11:25-36

VIl RIGHTEOUSNESSLIVED OUT 12:1-15:13
A. Responsibility to God: Be transformed 12:1-2

B. Responsibility to the church 12:3-21

1. Behumble 12:3-8

2. Actinlove 12:9-21

C. Responsibility to the government 13:1-7

D. Responsibility to society 13:8-14

E. Responsibility of theweak and the strong 14:1-15:13

VIl EPISTOLARY CONCLUSION 15:14-23
A. Reason for writing 15:14-21

B. Paul'stravel plans 15:22-33

IX COMMENDATI ON AND GREETINGS 16:1-27

Heart: Isthere anyonein heaven before Romans 3:217?

¥ Moses and Elijah at the Transfiguration

¥ Remnant of Jews (Elijah; Danniel) who trust God and not in
their works.

Hands: Isthere such athing asa OsekerO?

Acts 17:26-17 OAnd he made from one man every nation of
mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined
allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, that
they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their way
toward him and find him.O
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Chapter 4

1. How the Bible was Written

Acts 10:34-35 O® Peter opened his mouth and said: OTruly |
understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation
anyone who fears him and doeswhatisright is acceptable to
him.O

Rabbi Shemaiah on Exodus 14:15, puts these words into God®
mouth. OThe faith with which their father Abraham believesin
me meritsthat | should divide the sea for them.O

Mekilta on Exodus 14:31.0% you find that our father Abraham
became the heir of this and the coming world simply by the merit
of the faith with which he believed in the Lord.O

Psalm 32:1-2; cf. 325 (ObrgaveQ and 10 (OtustsO)

Olacknowledged my sin to you, and | did not cover my iniquity;
| said, Q will confess my transgressions to the Lorp,0and you
forgave the iniquity of my sinO(Ps 325a).

OMany are the sorrows of the wicked, but steadfast love
surroundsthe one who trustsin the LORDO(Ps 32:10).

Paul assumes the hearer knows the entire OT context of his
citations.

page 120 of 135



Biblical Training Institute

Lesson 20: Romans 5-11

CRighteousness Lived OutO

A. The Christian® Joy (5:1-21)

1. Description of the benefits (5:1-11)

2. Suffi ciency of Christ® sacrifice (5:12-21)

QDriginal sin®

Cauffi ciency of the crossO
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B. Moral Impli cations of Justif ication: Sanctif icatio n (6)

1. Dead to Sin but Alive with Christ (6:1-14)

Baptism

2. Javesto Christ (6:15-23)

C. Freedom from the Law(@® Condemnati on (7:1-25)

1. Statement (7:1-6)

2. Clarification (7:7-25a)

3. Conclusion (7:25b)

1. How the Bible was Written page 122 of 135



Biblical Training Institute

D. The Work of the Holy Spirit (8:1-39)

1. The Indwelling of the Holy Spirit (8:1-17)

Lifein the flesh vs. Life in the Spirit

Implications

2. Future Hope of the Believer (8:18-20)

Believer and creation

Holy Spirit

Sovereignty of God

E. Summatio n (8:31-39)

1. The dustification of God (8:31-32)

2. The Love of God (8:35-39)

1. How the Bible was Written
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Part VI: Righteousness Vindicated

(Jew and Gentile Question)

A. Introduction (9:1-5)

B. The Justice of the Rejection (9:6-29)

1. A Remnant Still Exists, by Election (9:6-13)

2. God® Sovereignty is Righteous (9:14-29)

a. Example of Pharaoh (9:14-18)

b. God®@ freedom in election (9:19-24)

C(Double Predestination®

Ovessels of mercyO
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Acts 2:23; 13:48

Statement of Faith

Areyou struggling?

C. The Cause of the Rejection (9:30-10:21)

1. Jews pursued righteousness through law, not faith (9:30-10:4)

2. Nature of salvation (10:5-17)

3. Javsdid hear, but refused to respond (10:18-21)

D. Facts which Lessen the Dif ficulty (11:1-36)

1. Rejection is partial (11:1-10)

2. Rejection isfor the sake of the Gentiles (11:11-24)

3. God@ ultimate purpose is mercy for all (11:25-36)

E. Doxol ogy
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Reflection Questions

10.

11.

12.

In practical terms, what isthe difference between objective and subjective peace? How can
welearn to understand more deeply that our peace with God goes beyond circumstances?

Have you ever rejoiced in the midst of diffi cult times because you knew what was being
formed in yourself? Share with the group. Sometimes | think that if we can rejoice after the
fact that we are doing pretty good, but how would our handling of diffi cult times be
transformed if we could believe these versesin the midst of the pain?

Do you ever question your reconciliation? Do you ever think that what you have doneis
so bad that God can®really forgive you? How can you encourage one another in light of
Romans 5:8? In light of the doctrine of the sufficiency of the cross?

What do you think about the doctrine of Coriginal sinG? How would you explain it to a
younger person?

What do you believe isthe connection between justification and sanctification? If someone
thinksthat thereis none, how would you word Paul@ argument of baptism so asto show
them thereis?

Your young friend thinksthat even though heisa Christian, that heisfree to do whatever
he wants. Aft er all, God will just forgive him. How do you answer this?

Doesthe image of Gslaves of righteousnessOhelp you? Isthere another way to state the
samething in your historical context?

Talk about sin for awhile. Are you increasing in your awareness of your own sin? How
doesit make you feel? What does it drive you to do? What does it look like in practical
termsto think of sin as aforeign objectin your body trying to destroy you, even though
you are still responsible for your sin?Isit encouraging or discouraging to know that you
will always struggle with sin?

What do you think about the two ways to live N life in the flesh and in the Spirit?

Do you know for sure that you are a Christian going to heaven? How hasthe Holy Spirit
assured you that thisisthe case? Do you have any fears that are addressed by Romans
8:31-39?

Have you ever been consciousthat that Holy Spirit is helping you pray? Share your
experience and the assurancethat you felt.

Romans 8:28-29 introduces a large topic, and this may not be theright environment in
which to discussit. But specifically, how does God@® definition of GgoodQin v 29 help?
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Isthe concept of a GremnantOnew to you? Isit encouraging, strange, or what?

Election isone of the hottest topicsin Christian theology. Probably a good starting point is
to find if thereisanyonein the group that doesn®believe in it. Ask them why? Many
people have been deeply hurt by uncaring theologians.

| think it isimpossible to say that after reading Romans 9 that you don®believe in
election. Agree or not? Why?

Do you believe that whatever God doesisright and just? This obviously has significant
repercussions on your doctrine of election. Isthis enough to hang on to when you arein
midst of difficult and trying circumstances?

Do you believe in Qdouble predestinationOWhy?

Why do you, or othersyou know, struggle with the doctrine of election? Can you see it as
adoctrine of mercy?

How do you respond when you read about the spread of the gospel in Romans 10? Joy?
Sorrow? Conviction?

Do you think that God has a future for ethnic Israel?
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Rom. 6:15 What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means!

Rom. 6:16 Do you not know that if you present
yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are
slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin,
which leadsto death,

or of obedience, which leads to righteousness?

Rom. 6:17 But thanks be to God, that you who
were once slaves of sin

have become obedient from the heart to the
standard of teaching to which you were
committed,

|have become slaves of righteousness.

| |Rom. 6:18 and, having been set free from sin,

Rom. 6:19 | am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations.

For just as you once presented your members as
slavesto impurity and to lawlessness leading to
more law lessness,

SO now present your members as slavesto
righteousness leading to sanctifi cation.

Rom. 6:20 When you were slaves of sin, you
were freein regard to righteousness.

Rom. 6:21 But what fruit were you getting at that
time from the things of which you are now
ashamed? The end of those thingsis death.

Rom. 6:22 But now that you have been set free
from sin

leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life.

and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get

Rom. 6:23 For the wages of sin is death,

but the free gift of God iseternal life in Christ
Jesusour Lord.

Rom. 8:5 For those who live according to the
flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh,

but those who live according to the Spirit set
their minds on the things of the Spirit.

|Rom. 8:6 To set the mind on theflesh is death,

| bbut to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.

Rom. 8:7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is
hostile to God, for it does not submit to God®
law ; indeed, it cannot.

Rom. 8:8 Those who arein the flesh cannot
please God.

Rom. 8:9 You, however, are not in the flesh but
in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwellsin
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of
Christ does not belong to him.

1. How the Bible was Written

page 128 of 135




Biblical Training Institute

Lesson 22: Acts 21:27-28:31; Ephesians

Series of Four Trials (Acts 21:27-28:31)

Mob, arrest, and defense (21:27-22:29)

Defense before the Sanhedrin (22:30-23:11)

Transfer to Caesarea (23:12-35)

Trial before Felix (24)

Trial before Festus (25:1-12)

Trial before Festus and Agrippa (25:13-26:32)

Romans I mprisonment (27-28)

Transfer to Rome (27:1-28:16)

Final Jewish Rejection (28:17-29)

Two Years of House Arrest (28:30-31)
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Ephesians

Introduction

CPrison EpistlesO

Circular letter

Two-fold Structure

Commentaries

Jahn Stott, The Message of Ephesians (InterVarsity Press)!!Kyne Snodgrass,

Ephesians, The NIV Application Commentary (Zondervan)Marold Hoehner,

Ephesians: An Exegetical Commentary (Baker)

Greeting (1:1-2)
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Part | — Theology

Our Spiritual Blessings (1:3-14)

1. Election (1:4)

2. Adoption (1:5-6)

3. Redemption (1:7-10)

4. Inheritance (1:11-12)

5. Holy Spirit (1:13-14)

Trinity

Thanksgivi ng (1:15-23)

Who we are Individually in Christ (2:1-10)

1. Dead in sin (2:1-3)

Article 5in the Statement of Faith N QAdam and Eve were both created in the
image of God, Adam from the dust of the ground and Eve from his side. They
disobeyed God and died, spiritually and physically. Therefore, all people are
objects of wrath, sinners by nature and by choice. They are dead in their sins and
incapable of pleasing God. Without the direct intervention of God, they will live
separated from God, diein their sins, and receive the condemnation that their sin
deserves.O
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2. God saved us (2:4-10)

Implications

Who we are Corporately asthe Church (2:11-22)

My stery (3:1-13)

Closeto the fir st part (3:14-21)
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Part 1I: Ethics

Walk in unity (4:1-16)

Motivation for spiritual formation (4:1)

What isrequired for unity

Walk in Holi ness (4:17-32)

Theology (4:17-24)

Practice (4:25-32)

Walk in Love (5:1-6)

Imitation of Christ (5:1-2)

Sexual morality (5:3-6)

QCorrupting talkO

Ephesians 4:29

Ephesians 5:4
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Cymbala, Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire, page 160.

Walk in Light (5:7-14)

Walk in Wisdom (5:15-21)

Household Codes (5:22-6:9)

Connection with v 21

1. Husband and wife (5:22-33)

2. Children and Parents (6:1-4)

3. Saves and Masters (6:5-9)

Whole armor of God (6:10-20)

Conclusion (6:21-24)
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Reflection Questions

How do we, in practical terms, bless God?

Don® go off into a discussion of election, but what do you think about the connection
between election and being Choly and blamelessC?

Reflect on the imagery of usall being CadoptedOby God. What images or thoughts come
to mind? How doesthisencourage you?

Do you think much about your heavenly inheritance? If not, why?

Do you understand, at the deepest level of your being, what it means for the Holy Spirit to
be your QguaranteeC? Reflect on the idea for a while.

Thiswhole idea of being Gdead in sinOis a challenging idea for many to understand. Why
isthis hard for some people? Do you understand this passage in a different way?

God saved uswhen wewere dead in our sin. Can your theology give these words their
intended meaning? If not, are you willing to change your theology?

How are you going to describe the process of salvation to someone? Will you talk about
sanctification?

Share with one another your thoughts about the doxology in 3:20-21.

We have covered several motivations for spiritual formation. What are they? Which ones
are most meaningful to you?In practical terms, how do they motivate you toward
godliness?

How would you use the (old selfOhew selfOmetaphor to talk about sanctification?

Spend some time talking about Gcorrupting talk.OThisis an incredibly divisive and
hurtful problem in the church and one that at times seemsimpossible to overcome. What
areyou going to do about it? What do you think about Cymbala@ comments?

What do you think about your spiritual battle, a battle not against (flesh and bloodObut
against evil spiritual powers. Does this make sense, or does it feel alittle Qveird®
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